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Future vision - Learning for Sustainability

For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators

The current generation of learners see climate change 
as one of the most significant issues facing their 
futures and, as such, must be recognised as a key 
driver influencing the future of our education system.

All efforts, whether concerned with educational 
recovery post-pandemic or in terms of the future 
vision for Scottish education, must be directed to the 
purposes described in Article 29 of the UNCRC.

https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-
learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-
education/ 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-education/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-education/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-education/


Youth voice

➢ Children’s Parliament – Link

➢ Scottish Youth Climate Declaration – 

Link

➢ Children’s Climate Assembly – Link

➢ LfS: Young people and practitioner 

perspectives (Dundee University) – 

Link

➢ Children & Young People’s 

Commissioner Scotland – Link

https://www.childrensparliament.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Learning_for_Sustainability_Childrens_Parliament_Report_2022_Small-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfTiFrNLN6w
https://www.childrensparliament.org.uk/climate-change-for-the-climate-assembly/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/learning-sustainability-young-people-practitioner-perspectives/pages/3/
https://www.cypcs.org.uk/resources/this-is-our-lives-it-matters-a-lot-putting-childrens-rights-at-the-heart-of-education/


First Minister
Priorities for Scotland

➢ Eradicating child poverty

➢ Growing the economy

➢ Tackling the climate crisis

➢ Improving public services





www.scotlandscurriculum.scot

http://www.scotlandscurriculum.scot/


Starting with our ‘why?’

Being Me: as a Responsible Citizen

Curriculum making in Scotland’s schools and education 
settings helps develop children and young people’s 
understanding of social justice, rights and equalities. It 
develops ethical awareness and responsibility towards 
others, society and the planet. It helps them to understand 
how the world around them works locally, nationally and 
globally, through democratic values. The curriculum 
includes diverse perspectives, values fairness and supports 
thoughtful participation in civic life. It helps them to 
understand their status as rights holders and global citizens, 
and nurtures commitment to Learning for Sustainability. 

see Building Scotland’s Curriculum part 2 (and associated draft activities)





Overarching Big Ideas

Relationships between 
concepts…

Facts, 
definitions, 
examples… Skills, Processes, 

Procedures, 
Strategies…



The story so far...

December 2023: CIC announced

April 2024: ES commissioned to lead on the development of the CIC

May 2024: Cross-curricular exploration begins

August 2024: Maths pilot work begins

October 2024: CIC become public facing

November 2024 – April 2025: co-design work begins

November 2025: Maths emerging thinking materials published

June 2026: Draft samples published



Cross-curricular learning

• Learning for Sustainability

• Creativity

• Democratic values

• Digital

• Entrepreneurship

• Mental, Emotional, Social & 

Physical HWB

• Language and 
Communication

• Money and finance

• Numeracy

• Social justice, rights and 

equalities

• Careers and pathways





Cross-curricular expectations
Big ideas overview



Sciences 

big ideas

Our 
scientific 

knowledge: 
what we 

understand 
so far

Application

Skills

Knowledge

Understanding how  we do science: 
methods, processes, skills & 
techniques

Understanding scientific 
knowledge: curiosity & 
discovery

Understanding how science 
impacts our lives and 
society: application, 
innovation &  scientific 
literacy



BIG IDEA:
Science in Action – Be the change

• Taking scientific action
• Science around me
• Scientific decision-

making



The Connected World



Know Do Understand Model 
Example from Connected World: Energy in Society (Third Level)

Understand

Know

Various methods are used to generate, supply and store energy to 
meet energy demands and ensure future energy security.

Energy sources 

• Electrical current can be generated when energy from fuels or renewable sources is 
used to turn turbines. It can also be generated by photovoltaic cells.

• Turbines spin generators, which generate electricity. 

• Electricity is supplied through power lines and cables to where it is used.

• Demand for electricity increases at times when many people use electrical devices.

• Reducing unnecessary use of fuel reduces the demand for the supply of electricity. 



Do

• Recognise the link between the use of energy resources, 
electricity demand and supply solutions.

• Justify why energy security is important for communities 
and society.

• Use terms such as turbines, generator, photovoltaic cell 
and power lines in relation to energy generation, demand 
and supply.

Know Do Understand Model 
Example from Connected World: Energy in Society (Third Level)



Curriculum 
area

Learning for Sustainability

Languages Big idea: Understanding People, Places and Cultures
Connecting with languages and cultures helps us to be responsible global citizens who can make a 
positive difference in society.

Health & 
wellbeing

Big idea: Flourishing in a Changing and Connected World
Through socially responsible action, informed judgement and inclusive collaboration, learners 
shape environments where people and the planet can thrive.  

Literacy and 
English

Big idea: Empathy and Advocacy
When creating texts, we understand the impact of our choices and actions upon a range of 
audiences and learn to advocate for ourselves and others, contributing to a more inclusive and just 
society.

Literacy and 
Gàidhlig 

Big idea: Connecting with Gaelic culture and community 
In learning about our own and other people’s cultures with curiosity, appreciation and care, we are 
open-minded, respectful and active members of a diverse and connected world with Gaelic at its 
heart.

Technologies Big Idea: Shaping Our Future
Every technological decision has economic, environmental, and social impacts.  By critiquing the 
implications of technology, learners develop the capacity to make responsible choices and 
actively shape a more sustainable and equitable future.



Embedding LfS in the framework

It’s written into the 
KDU…

Where the learning relates to things 
children need to learn conceptually, 
this sits in understand, know and do 
statements in the appropriate 
Curriculum Area(s). 



Embedding LfS in the framework

It’s written into the 
KDU…

Where the learning relates to things 
children need to learn conceptually, 
this sits in understand, know and do 
statements in the appropriate 
Curriculum Area(s). 

It can be applied, reinforced… 

Where it can be reinforced in 
another Curriculum Area, 
provides context or allows the 
curriculum to come to life, or 
can help learners makes 
connections. To support 
practitioners, this is highlighted 
in Notes…



Embedding LfS in the framework

It’s written into the 
KDU……

Where the learning relates to things 
children need to learn conceptually, 
this sits in understand, know and do 
statements in the appropriate 
Curriculum Area(s). 

It can be applied, reinforced… 

Where it can be reinforced in 
another Curriculum Area, 
provides context or allows the 
curriculum to come to life, or 
can help learners makes 
connections. To support 
practitioners, this is highlighted 
in Notes…

Key experiences…

Where key age-appropriate 
experiences support this cross-
curricular learning, this are 
articulated in brief ‘Breadth of 
Experience’ guidance



Science



Technologies

Science



Technologies

Science

Social studies



Learning for Sustainability example

It’s written into the KDU 
model

It can be applied, reinforced… Science has sustainability as a concept 
througbout Early > Fourth

Technologies ‘people-and-planet’ 
strand from materials and resources to 
environmental damage, fairness, 
communities and balancing ethical, 
social, environmental and economic 
impacts

Social Studies contains substantial 
learning about place, environment, 
resources, climate, economy and 
society





Learning for Sustainability example

It’s written into the 
KDU..

It can be applied, reinforced… 

Key experiences…

Science has sustainability as a concept 
througbout Early > Fourth

Technologies ‘people-and-planet’ 
strand from materials and resources to 
environmental damage, fairness, 
communities and balancing ethical, 
social, environmental and economic 
impacts

Social Studies contains substantial 
learning about place, environment, 
resources, climate, economy and 
society

e.g. data handling in Maths

Connect with nature, be in 
nature, engage with nature

Taking action, positive action 
and reduction in impact

Participation and decision 
making - youth voice

(reinforced in Ethos & Life)





www.scotlandscurriculum.scot

http://www.scotlandscurriculum.scot/


Next Steps

• Professional learning as part of enactment work (what does a teacher / practitioner need to understand, 
know and do…

• High quality, adaptable resources

• How Scotland’s Learner Profile might evolve to support individual children and young people?

• What opportunities might be available in the medium to long term to incentivise?

• And also to guard against unintended consequences?



https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/learning-for-sustainability/ 

https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/learning-for-sustainability/
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