
Welcome to the conversation!

• Please introduce yourself in the chat box

• Mute your audio

• Put any questions in the chat box

• We will record the main webinar but not the group discussions. 
• Outputs will be uploaded to the Learning for Sustainability Scotland and Centre for 

Teaching Excellence websites.

#LfSforALL



Welcome to ‘LfS Connect’

Learning for Sustainability and the 
Curriculum Improvement Cycle

29 September 2026

16:00 – 17:15

in partnership with

17:00



Welcome and introduction to ‘LfS Connect’.

Cecilia Mañosa Nyblon
Learning for Sustainability Scotland





Aims of today’s session

• Hear a context update on Scotland’s national vision for Learning for 
Sustainability (LfS)

• Hear from Education Scotland regarding LfS and the Curriculum 
Improvement Cycle

• Share your own ideas and thoughts on LfS and the Curriculum Improvement 
Cycle.



In today’s session…

16:05 Welcomes and ‘Setting the scene: Learning for Sustainability’ 
 Cecilia Mañosa Nyblon, Learning for Sustainability Scotland
 Dr Claire Ramjan, Centre for Teaching Excellence

16:15 Learning for Sustainability and the Curriculum Improvement Cycle
 Ollie Bray, Strategic Director, Education Scotland

16:40    Group conversation
 All
participants
17:00    Plenary
 
17:10    Wrap-up and next steps 

17:15    Close 



About us: Learning for Sustainability Scotland



Our ethos: people, policy, and practice



Aim of the CfTE 

To support teachers, including those in Gaelic Medium Education, to 

actively lead and engage with research and evidence to help inform and 

develop their practice.

✓Work in collaboration with teachers to identify areas of priority. 

✓ Support practice-focused research in relation to priorities, for example through 

practitioner enquiry.

✓ Sharing of research, evidence and experiences with teachers. 

✓ Gather national and international evidence, ensuring wide accessibility.

✓ Establish partnerships with key stakeholders to enable development of relevant 

research-practice collaborations.



Reflection #1: 

What do you think of when you hear the term ‘Learning for 
Sustainability’?

• Scan the QR code

OR

• Click on the joining code in the chat

OR

• Join at slido.com. Code: 9908 460

 



Learning for Sustainability: 
Setting the scene

Cecilia Mañosa Nyblon
Learning for Sustainability Scotland



Delivering a global vision for education



21st century learning

Resilience to 
deal with moral 
& ethical issues

Evaluating 
complex 

information

‘Sustainability’ 
begins here in 

Scotland

Developing 
critical thinking 

skills

Compassion & 
empathy beyond 

the headlines

Reimagining & 
recalibrating the 
future we need

Understanding 
the impact of 
choices on a 
finite planet

Political,  cultural 
& digital literacy

Sustainability as 
a career ethos

Reimagining our 
relationship with 
the more-than-
human world
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Graphic inspired by Education Scotland
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“Success in education today is about building curiosity – opening 

minds. It is about compassion - opening hearts, and it is about courage 

- mobilising our cognitive, social and emotional resources to take 

action. 

And those are also our best weapon against the biggest threats of our 

times: ignorance – the closed mind, hate – the closed heart, and fear – 

the enemy of agency.”

Andreas Schleicher, OECD Director for Education and Skills, 

Education for Human Flourishing. A Conceptual Framework (OECD, 2025)

A global vision for education



Scotland’s vision for learning for sustainability

In 2012, the OPS Working Group outlined a clear 
vision of:
 

“… a flourishing Scotland where sustainable and 
socially-just practices are the norm throughout 
society, and our roles and responsibilities within a 
globally-interdependent world are recognised…”

Here, learners will understand the significance of 
their choices; now and in the future.” 



Delivering Scotland’s vision
1. All learners aged 3-18 
have an entitlement to 

Learning for Sustainability

2. Every practitioner, 
school, and education 

leader should demonstrate 
learning for sustainability 

in their practice

3. Every setting should have 
a whole-setting approach 

to learning for sustainability 

4. All setting buildings, 
grounds and policies should 

support learning for 
sustainability.

5. A strategic national 
approach to supporting 

learning for sustainability 
should be established.



Partnerships for people, planet, and prosperity

All key educational bodies in Scotland are involved 
in the delivery of this National Plan, including:

• Scottish Government
• Education Scotland
• Scottish Council of Deans of Education
• General Teaching Council for Scotland
• His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education
• Care Inspectorate
• Qualifications Scotland
• Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework
• Scottish Futures Trust
• Skills Development Scotland
• Scottish Social Services Council

Target 2030: A Vision for People, Planet, and Prosperity

https://www.gov.scot/publications/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity/


“Learning for Sustainability is how we care, hope and act for people 
and the planet. It is about making the world fairer – both now and in 
the future.

We know that there are big challenges for society, nature and the 
environment. Climate change, habitat loss, conflict and unfairness 
affect how people live, learn and work. Learning for Sustainability 
helps us think about how and why these things happen. It then 
supports us to take action with our local and global communities.”
    
    Education Scotland 2026

An effective whole-setting and community approach to LfS weaves 
together global citizenship, sustainable development education 
and outdoor learning to create coherent, rewarding and 
transformative learning experiences. 
    Education Scotland 2023

Defining ‘Learning for Sustainability’



Realising the learner entitlement: Sustainable Learning Settings

Culture

Learner voice, ethos, relationships, UNCRC, weaving across other key strategies

Curriculum Campus Community

Learning, teaching, 
assessment, pedagogy

Place, partnerships, 
families, communities 
of practice/ culture/ 

identity; acting locally, 
thinking globally

Buildings, grounds, 
procurement, 

resource usage, digital 
spaces



An ethos and approach to learning…



Learning for 
Sustainability

National 
Improvement 

Framework

How Good is Our 
School?

GTCS Professional 
Standards

Developing the 
Young Workforce 

Getting it Right 
for Every Child

Digital Teaching 
& Learning 

Strategy

UN Convention 
on the Rights of 

the Child

‘Putting Learners 
at the Centre’

Schools 
Residential 

Outdoor 
Education Act 

(Scotland) 2026

Additional key 
strategies across 
local authorities

National Model 
of Professional 

Learning 

Curriculum 
Improvement 

Cycle/Curriculum 
for Excellence

‘A golden thread’

Weaving an 
‘LfS lens’
across Scotland’s 
educational policy 
architecture



Public service 
reform

Community 
resilience

Ensuring a 
Just 

Transition

Eradicating 
child poverty

Circular 
economy

Digital 
infrastructure 

and AI

Sustainable 
land use, land 
reform, eco-

tourism

Infrastructure,
planning & 

building

Social 
inclusion

United 
National 

Convention 
on the Rights 
of the Child

Health & 
wellbeing 

Tackling the 
climate 

emergency

Sustainable 
transport 
systems

Biodiversity 
and Nature 
Restoration

Community 
empower-

ment

‘Green’ skills 
and jobs

Delivering on Scotland’s priorities

Financial 
services/ 
fintech – 
ethical 

considerations

Industrial 
biotechnology 
– alternatives 
to fossil fuels

Food and 
drink: ‘Good 
Food Nation’

Renewable 
energy



Learning for Sustainability and the                 
Curriculum Improvement Cycle 

Ollie Bray
Strategic Director, Education Scotland



Learning for Sustainability and the 

Curriculum Improvement Cycle

Ollie Bray, Strategic Director, Education Scotland – 29th September 2026, online.











Future vision - Learning for Sustainability

For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators

The current generation of learners see climate change 
as one of the most significant issues facing their 
futures and, as such, must be recognised as a key 
driver influencing the future of our education system.

All efforts, whether concerned with educational 
recovery post-pandemic or in terms of the future 
vision for Scottish education, must be directed to the 
purposes described in Article 29 of the UNCRC.

https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-
learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-
education/ 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-education/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-education/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/putting-learners-centre-towards-future-vision-scottish-education/


Youth voice

➢ Children’s Parliament – Link

➢ Scottish Youth Climate Declaration – 

Link

➢ Children’s Climate Assembly – Link

➢ LfS: Young people and practitioner 

perspectives (Dundee University) – 

Link

➢ Children & Young People’s 

Commissioner Scotland – Link

https://www.childrensparliament.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Learning_for_Sustainability_Childrens_Parliament_Report_2022_Small-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfTiFrNLN6w
https://www.childrensparliament.org.uk/climate-change-for-the-climate-assembly/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/learning-sustainability-young-people-practitioner-perspectives/pages/3/
https://www.cypcs.org.uk/resources/this-is-our-lives-it-matters-a-lot-putting-childrens-rights-at-the-heart-of-education/


First Minister
Priorities for Scotland

➢ Eradicating child poverty

➢ Growing the economy

➢ Tackling the climate crisis

➢ Improving public services





www.scotlandscurriculum.scot

http://www.scotlandscurriculum.scot/


Starting with our ‘why?’

Being Me: as a Responsible Citizen

Curriculum making in Scotland’s schools and education 
settings helps develop children and young people’s 
understanding of social justice, rights and equalities. It 
develops ethical awareness and responsibility towards 
others, society and the planet. It helps them to understand 
how the world around them works locally, nationally and 
globally, through democratic values. The curriculum 
includes diverse perspectives, values fairness and supports 
thoughtful participation in civic life. It helps them to 
understand their status as rights holders and global citizens, 
and nurtures commitment to Learning for Sustainability. 

see Building Scotland’s Curriculum part 2 (and associated draft activities)





Overarching Big Ideas

Relationships between 
concepts…

Facts, 
definitions, 
examples… Skills, Processes, 

Procedures, 
Strategies…



The story so far...

December 2023: CIC announced

April 2024: ES commissioned to lead on the development of the CIC

May 2024: Cross-curricular exploration begins

August 2024: Maths pilot work begins

October 2024: CIC become public facing

November 2024 – April 2025: co-design work begins

November 2025: Maths emerging thinking materials published

June 2026: Draft samples published



Cross-curricular learning

• Learning for Sustainability

• Creativity

• Democratic values

• Digital

• Entrepreneurship

• Mental, Emotional, Social & 

Physical HWB

• Language and 
Communication

• Money and finance

• Numeracy

• Social justice, rights and 

equalities

• Careers and pathways





Cross-curricular expectations
Big ideas overview



Sciences 

big ideas

Our 
scientific 

knowledge: 
what we 

understand 
so far

Application

Skills

Knowledge

Understanding how  we do science: 
methods, processes, skills & 
techniques

Understanding scientific 
knowledge: curiosity & 
discovery

Understanding how science 
impacts our lives and 
society: application, 
innovation &  scientific 
literacy



BIG IDEA:
Science in Action – Be the change

• Taking scientific action
• Science around me
• Scientific decision-

making



The Connected World



Know Do Understand Model 
Example from Connected World: Energy in Society (Third Level)

Understand

Know

Various methods are used to generate, supply and store energy to 
meet energy demands and ensure future energy security.

Energy sources 

• Electrical current can be generated when energy from fuels or renewable sources is 
used to turn turbines. It can also be generated by photovoltaic cells.

• Turbines spin generators, which generate electricity. 

• Electricity is supplied through power lines and cables to where it is used.

• Demand for electricity increases at times when many people use electrical devices.

• Reducing unnecessary use of fuel reduces the demand for the supply of electricity. 



Do

• Recognise the link between the use of energy resources, 
electricity demand and supply solutions.

• Justify why energy security is important for communities 
and society.

• Use terms such as turbines, generator, photovoltaic cell 
and power lines in relation to energy generation, demand 
and supply.

Know Do Understand Model 
Example from Connected World: Energy in Society (Third Level)



Curriculum 
area

Learning for Sustainability

Languages Big idea: Understanding People, Places and Cultures
Connecting with languages and cultures helps us to be responsible global citizens who can make a 
positive difference in society.

Health & 
wellbeing

Big idea: Flourishing in a Changing and Connected World
Through socially responsible action, informed judgement and inclusive collaboration, learners 
shape environments where people and the planet can thrive.  

Literacy and 
English

Big idea: Empathy and Advocacy
When creating texts, we understand the impact of our choices and actions upon a range of 
audiences and learn to advocate for ourselves and others, contributing to a more inclusive and just 
society.

Literacy and 
Gàidhlig 

Big idea: Connecting with Gaelic culture and community 
In learning about our own and other people’s cultures with curiosity, appreciation and care, we are 
open-minded, respectful and active members of a diverse and connected world with Gaelic at its 
heart.

Technologies Big Idea: Shaping Our Future
Every technological decision has economic, environmental, and social impacts.  By critiquing the 
implications of technology, learners develop the capacity to make responsible choices and 
actively shape a more sustainable and equitable future.



Embedding LfS in the framework

It’s written into the 
KDU…

Where the learning relates to things 
children need to learn conceptually, 
this sits in understand, know and do 
statements in the appropriate 
Curriculum Area(s). 



Embedding LfS in the framework

It’s written into the 
KDU…

Where the learning relates to things 
children need to learn conceptually, 
this sits in understand, know and do 
statements in the appropriate 
Curriculum Area(s). 

It can be applied, reinforced… 

Where it can be reinforced in 
another Curriculum Area, 
provides context or allows the 
curriculum to come to life, or 
can help learners makes 
connections. To support 
practitioners, this is highlighted 
in Notes…



Embedding LfS in the framework

It’s written into the 
KDU……

Where the learning relates to things 
children need to learn conceptually, 
this sits in understand, know and do 
statements in the appropriate 
Curriculum Area(s). 

It can be applied, reinforced… 

Where it can be reinforced in 
another Curriculum Area, 
provides context or allows the 
curriculum to come to life, or 
can help learners makes 
connections. To support 
practitioners, this is highlighted 
in Notes…

Key experiences…

Where key age-appropriate 
experiences support this cross-
curricular learning, this are 
articulated in brief ‘Breadth of 
Experience’ guidance



Science



Technologies

Science



Technologies

Science

Social studies



Learning for Sustainability example

It’s written into the KDU 
model

It can be applied, reinforced… Science has sustainability as a concept 
througbout Early > Fourth

Technologies ‘people-and-planet’ 
strand from materials and resources to 
environmental damage, fairness, 
communities and balancing ethical, 
social, environmental and economic 
impacts

Social Studies contains substantial 
learning about place, environment, 
resources, climate, economy and 
society





Learning for Sustainability example

It’s written into the 
KDU..

It can be applied, reinforced… 

Key experiences…

Science has sustainability as a concept 
througbout Early > Fourth

Technologies ‘people-and-planet’ 
strand from materials and resources to 
environmental damage, fairness, 
communities and balancing ethical, 
social, environmental and economic 
impacts

Social Studies contains substantial 
learning about place, environment, 
resources, climate, economy and 
society

e.g. data handling in Maths

Connect with nature, be in 
nature, engage with nature

Taking action, positive action 
and reduction in impact

Participation and decision 
making - youth voice

(reinforced in Ethos & Life)





www.scotlandscurriculum.scot

http://www.scotlandscurriculum.scot/


Next Steps

• Professional learning as part of enactment work (what does a teacher / practitioner need to understand, 
know and do…

• High quality, adaptable resources

• How Scotland’s Learner Profile might evolve to support individual children and young people?

• What opportunities might be available in the medium to long term to incentivise?

• And also to guard against unintended consequences?



https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/learning-for-sustainability/ 

https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/learning-for-sustainability/


Group conversation

All participants



In your groups, please consider the following:

Thinking about your own setting/settings you work with…

1. What opportunities does the refreshed CfE offer for LfS?
2. What might be the challenges?
3. What support will you need to weave LfS across your practice?

• Share your thoughts on our Padlet
• Please nominate one person from your group to share ONE key point 

from your discussion in the chat by way of a Plenary.



Plenary

All participants



Wrap-up and next steps

Cecilia Mañosa Nyblon
Learning for Sustainability Scotland



Reflection #2: 

1. What did you find most useful about today’s session?
2. What will be your next steps on your LfS journey?

• Scan the QR code

OR

• Click on the joining code in the chat

OR

• Join at slido.com. Code: 9908 460



Explore more about today’s theme…

• Building Scotland’s Curriculum: a draft resource for discussion and 
further co-design – Curriculum Improvement Cycle

• Professional reading - Learning for Sustainability Scotland

• Learning and teaching resources - Learning for Sustainability Scotland

• Learning for Sustainability education | Resource Themes | Education 
Scotland

https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/cices/building-scotlands-curriculum-draft-resource/
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/glowblogs/cices/building-scotlands-curriculum-draft-resource/
https://learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/gtc-scotland-professional-reading-on-learning-for-sustainability/
https://learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/gtc-scotland-teaching-resources-for-learning-for-sustainability/
https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/learning-for-sustainability/
https://education.gov.scot/resource-themes/learning-for-sustainability/


Professional Learning with Learning for Sustainability Scotland



Professional Learning with Learning for Sustainability Scotland

‘Learning for Sustainable Futures: Supporting People, Practice, and Policy’
• Our self-led course with facilitator support. 
• Starts 02 November 2026.



Aim of the CfTE 

Find out more about CfTE through the following links:

✓Visit our website: https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/teaching-excellence/ 

✓Get in touch by email - CFTE@glasgow.ac.uk

✓ Follow us on LinkedIn, Bluesky and YouTube

✓ You can also view the CfTE website in Gaelic

✓Want to receive regular updates? Sign up for our newsletter here

✓Connect to CfTE online here: https://cfte-online.gla.ac.uk/ 

https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/teaching-excellence/
mailto:CFTE@glasgow.ac.uk
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-centre-for-teaching-excellence/
https://bsky.app/profile/uogcfte.bsky.social
https://www.youtube.com/@UofGCfTE
https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/teaching-excellence/gaelichome/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=KVxybjp2UE-B8i4lTwEzyFS5QOrQFh1CpArcq6QdQoRUQjg4SlFVMDZON0xMUjM5NlZPSVJSVDcwNC4u
https://cfte-online.gla.ac.uk/


Join us for the next LfS Connect session…

‘Learning for Sustainability and the Centre for Teaching Excellence’

• Tuesday 03 November
• 16:00 – 17:15

Join the Learning for Sustainability Conversation with ‘LfS Connect’ - Learning for 
Sustainability Scotland

https://learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/join-the-learning-for-sustainability-conversation-with-lfs-connect/
https://learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/join-the-learning-for-sustainability-conversation-with-lfs-connect/


Thank you.
Learning for Sustainability Scotland

• Website: 
www.learningforsustainabilityscotland.org

LinkedIn:
Learning for Sustainability Scotland | LinkedIn

•  Email: 
• enquiries@lfsscotland.org

http://www.learningforsustainabilityscotland.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/learning-for-sustainability-scotland-lfss/
mailto:enquiries@lfsscotland.org
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