
[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘΩΥ

Leading a whole-setting approach to Learning for 
Sustainability



Welcome!

Å Please introduce yourself in the chat box
Å Mute your audio
Å Put any questions in the chat box
Å We will be recording the main webinar but not group discussions.

@LfSScotland
@gtcs

#LfSforALL



!ƛƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ

¶Hear a context update:

¶{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ for Learning for Sustainability (LfS)

¶How a whole-setting approach to LfSaligns to and enhances the Professional 
Standards

¶Engage with our ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎΩ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ around their journey towards a 
whole-setting approach to LfS

¶Share your own ideas and experiences of a whole-setting approach to LfS
with other practitioners.



Session overview

16:00 ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΩLearning for Sustainability Scotland

16:10 Trusted Teaching: a whole-setting approach to LfSand theProfessional Standards
Suzanne Aldous, GTC Scotland 

16:20 Our journey towards a whole-setting approach to LfS
Rachel Foy, Head Teacher of Cockburnspathand ColdinghamPrimary and Nursery Schools 

Emma Turnbull, Principal Teacher, Duns Primary School and Nursery

16:35    Group conversation: 
How do we co-create ςand sustain ςa whole-setting approach to Learning for Sustainability?

17:00    Plenary 

17:10 Next steps 
17:15 Close



Ψ{ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΩ

Betsy King
Learning for Sustainability Scotland



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ψ[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩΚ

άΧ ŀ cross-curricular approach which enables learners, 
educators, learning settings and their wider community to 
build a socially-just, sustainable and equitable society; and 
as an effective whole-setting approach which weaves 
together global citizenship, sustainable development and 
outdoor learning to create coherent, rewarding and 
transformative learning experiences.έ 

Scottish Government 2023

https://www.gtcs.org.uk/professional-standards/key-cross-cutting-themes/learning-for-sustainability/what-does-learning-for-sustainability-mean-for-me/


A vision for Scotland

ά! {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ 
students learn, how the setting manages its physical environment and resources, how staff and learners 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ

Ψ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ нлолΥ ŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƛǘȅΩΥ 
{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘŜŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ

ά¢ƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ о-18 place of education becomes a 
{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ {ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōȅ нлолΦέ

Curriculum

Campus

Culture

Community

Å Leadership and Collaborative Partnership 
Å Learning, Teaching, Curriculum and Assessment  
Å Learning Environment and Resources 
Å Learner Voice, Choice and Action 
Å Meaning and Understanding

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2023/06/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity/documents/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity-scotlands-learning-sustainability-action-plan-2023-2030/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity-scotlands-learning-sustainability-action-plan-2023-2030/govscot:document/target-2030-movement-people-planet-prosperity-scotlands-learning-sustainability-action-plan-2023-2030.pdf


A vision for Scotland

Curriculum

Campus

Culture

Community

- Learning, teaching, assessment, pedagogy

- Buildings, grounds, procurement, resource usage

- Place, partnerships, families, communities of practice/culture/identity, local 
action ςand thinking globally

- Learner voice, ethos, relationships, UNCRC, weaving across other key strategies



Trusted Teaching: a whole-setting approach to 
Learning for Sustainability and the Professional 

Standards

Suzanne Aldous
General Teaching Council for Scotland



Learning for 
Sustainability 

Scotland Connect 
Session

LfS and the whole 
school setting 

Suzy Aldous 

Teaching Standards Education Officer 

September 2024



The Educator Eco-System

Teachers

Middle 
Leaders

School 
Leaders

Pupils
Community 

support

Families

Support 
Staff



The Professional Standards

Outdoor Learning, including direct 
experience of nature and other learning 
within and beyond school boundaries 

Create opportunities for learning to be 
transformative in terms of challenging 

assumptions and expanding world views. 
Encourage learners to respect and care for 
themselves, others and the natural world

Contribute to a rights-respecting culture 
where learners meaningfully participate in 

decisions

Support decision-making that is compatible 
with a sustainable future in a just and 

equitable world

Standard for Full 
Registration



Whole Setting Strategic Direction for Learning for Sustainability

School Leaders have a 
strategic responsibility for a 
coherent, progressive and 
holistic vision and ethos 
that supports curriculum 
planning, professional 
learning and collegial 
practice.



Every Whole Setting Journey is Different



Resources



Our journey towards a whole-setting approach to 
Learning for Sustainability

Rachel Foy and Emma Turnbull
Cockburnspath, Coldinghamand Duns Primary Schools, Scottish Borders



Small hands, BIG Impact: Learning for Sustainability 

A whole school approach

Rachel Foy - @rjfoy27

Rachel.Foy@scotborders.gov.uk

Emma Turnbull - @emmavictoria111

Emma.Turnbull@scotborders.gov.uk

mailto:Rachel.Foy@scotborders.gov.uk
mailto:Emma.Turnbull@scotborders.gov.uk


Where it all begané.



Call to action

by the Childrenõs 

Parliament and the 

University of 

Dundee

The Eco Committee 

gaining momentumé. 



Into Headship Strategic 

Change Initiative:

A Justification



Linking policy, 

research, theory 

and practiceé 



The national policy landscapeé 



A national ôCall to Actionõé 



Small Hands, BIG Impact:  Learning for Sustainability ð

A whole school approach to long term holistic improvement which 

will contribute to future-proofing our world. 



Strand One:  Curriculum Innovation and Design

Teaching Staff and Support Staff 

CAT/Inservice 

School Improvement Plan/Evidence

Global Goals Teacher

Family Engagement 



Strand Two - Professional Learning and Pedagogy

Staff, Family and Learner Baseline 

Audits 

Learning Opportunities 

GTCS LfS Modules



Strand Three - Children as Change Agents 



Education Scotlandõs Learner Participation in Educational 

Settings (3-18)



ôSmall hands, 

BIG Impactõ

Developing, 

leading and 

implementing a 

whole school

approach to 

Learning for 

Sustainability

Whole 
school 

approach

The 
Justification -

Consider 
your why

Identify 
key 

people

Robust 
strategic 

SIP Children 
leading 
learning

Community 
and family 

involvement

Professional 
Learning 

Whole school approach to 
Global Citizenship / climate 
change (youtube.com)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSBCzmr64so


Rachel Foy - @rjfoy27

Rachel.Foy@scotborders.gov.uk

Head Teacher of Cockburnspath and Coldingham 

Primary and Nursery Schools 

Emma Turnbull - @emmavictoria111

Emma.Turnbull@scotborders.gov.uk

Principal Teacher of Duns Primary School and Nursery 

mailto:Rachel.Foy@scotborders.gov.uk
mailto:Emma.Turnbull@scotborders.gov.uk


Group Conversations

All



Group conversations



How do we co-create and sustain a whole-setting approach to LfS?

You may wish to consider the following points in your conversations:

Å²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘŜǘƘŜǊŜŘΚ
ÅWho needs to be on board?
ÅHow will you get off the ground?
ÅHow will you stay up in the air ςand on course?
ÅHow will you deal with inclement weather?
ÅHow will you keep in touch with everyone during the journey?

Share your thoughts on the Padlet

Group conversations

https://padlet.com/LfSScotland/towards-a-whole-setting-approach-to-learning-for-sustainabil-i1dw1p2m34w5xm2i


Plenary

All



Resources

Å Target 2030: a vision for people, planet and prosperity

Å Whole school and community approach to learning for sustainability (LfS) - Self-
evaluation and improvement framework 

Å Ψ²ƘƻƭŜ-school approaches to sustainabilityΩ

Å Ψ²{! ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ςŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ

Å Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΥ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƳōŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ

Find free CLPL, professional reading, and resources                                                             
on the GTC Scotland LfSHub

https://education.gov.scot/resources/a-summary-of-learning-for-sustainability-resources/
https://education.gov.scot/resources/whole-school-and-community-approach-to-learning-for-sustainability-lfs-self-evaluation-and-improvement-framework/#:~:text=The%20LfS%20self-evaluation%20and%20improvement%20framework%20can%20be%20used%20to
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-56172-6#:~:text=Arjen%20E.J.%20Wals,%20Birgitte%20Bj%C3%B8nness,%20Astrid%20Sinnes,%20Ingrid%20Eikeland.%20Provides
https://research.wur.nl/en/publications/whole-school-approaches-to-sustainability-exemplary-practices-fro-2
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/10147510/
https://www.gtcs.org.uk/resource/making-learning-for-sustainability-part-of-my-teaching


Share your favourite Learning for Sustainability readings 
and resources!

Just click on the 
hyperlink below to 

see what others 
ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΧŀƴŘ 
share your own.

The Learning for 
Sustainability Book 
Club (padlet.com)

#LfSforALL

https://padlet.com/LfSScotland/the-learning-for-sustainability-book-club-7jn0g8fokvxk6c2u

